END OF THE KING AND OF THE GIRONDE
"There is no trial to be held here. Louis is not a
prisoner at the bar. You are not judges. You are states-
men and representatives of the people, and can be
nothing but that. There is no sentence for you to render
either for or against a man, but a measure to take vitally
affecting the welfare of the State. Louis denounced the
people of France as rebels. He called in the foreign
despots—his colleagues—to chastise them. Victory and
the people have decreed that he is the rebel. Louis
cannot be judged, he is already condemned, or the
Republic lacks all justification.
"If Louis can be tried, he can be acquitted. He can be
pronounced innocent. What do I say?—He is presumed
to be innocent until proved guilty. But if Louis is
absolved, if Louis can be declared innocent, what be-
comes of the Revolution? If Louis is innocent, then all
the defenders of liberty are defamers, and the royalists,
the friends of outraged innocence. In that event Louis5
present imprisonment is a crime. The Fedfrfs, the people
of Paris, all the patriots of France are the guilty parties.
"The people do not judge as would a court of law.
The people do not render sentence, they hurl the
thunderbolt. They do not condemn kings, they plunge
them into the void."
How completely the revolutionist had taken the
place of the political reformer, who had once edited a
paper called The Defender of the Constitution, and had
preferred "The Friends of the Constitution" to "Jaco-
bins" as a name for his favourite society, is shown by
the following:
"You invoke the constitution in his behalf? The
constitution forbids you to do what you have already
done. The constitution condemns you. Go then and
implore pardon at the feet of Louis XVI!"
Finally, he had to confront himself and explain why
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